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To join our association, scroll to the end of the newsletter

Fun Fall!

Happy New Fiscal Year, Wooten residents!

#: October is here, and that means it's
the start of a brand-new year for our
neighborhood. What a year it has been!
Our association has really stepped up our
game with exciting and fun community
events to help everyone connect,
switching to monthly meetings so we can
keep the info flowing, and giving our
association a much-needed update.

We're especially excited about our fresh
new look! You'll notice some colorful new
logos and branding in this newsletter,
which helps us showcase our fabulous
Wooten identity as we move into the 21st
century. Our updated branding is also part
of our mission to modernize our website.
Thanks to our wonderful sponsorship
program, we've been able to invest in our
new website. Mark your calendars—our
new site launches on November 1st!

While we're working on these updates, it's
important to recognize our amazing
volunteers who tirelessly advocate for our
neighborhood. They're involved in our
schools, participate in the Contact team,
and keep our park looking lush and
beautiful. A huge thank you to all our
volunteers—you're the heart of Wooten!

In this edition of the newsletter, you'll find
some great articles and helpful
information.

Discover what's happening on
Burrell, learn about bike lanes, get
the scoop on chimney swifts, and
find out what lights work best in
your home. Plus, check out how
we're celebrating Halloween and
connecting with the Austin Police
Department.

Enjoy reading the newsletter, and
we can't wait to catch up with you
next quarter!

If you are interested in helping us
improve our digital footprint,
writing a story, or supporting us
through a donation, please do so!

Reach out to
president@wootenna.com if you
would like to volunteer.

Since it's the beginning of the fiscal
year, don’t forget to renew your
membership! Please use the form
at the end of the newsletter to
become a member or donate.

Warmly,
Wooten Neighborhood Association

In this newsletter
you can expect:

Neighborhood
Developments

Coffee with Cops Recap

Nature Watch

Design Corner

Wooten School Updates

Spooky Season

Doggo of the Newsletter!

Association Dates and
Activities




Community-Centered
Developments: What's going on in
Wooten

Toyota Dealer

The Wooten Neighborhood Plan Contact Team is preparing an
official response to the rezoning request, and we have several key
concerns, including the management of semitruck and delivery
traffic, nuisance and light control measures, and parking. Please see
the meeting minutes from the most recent WNA or WNPCT
minutes for more details or join us at our next meeting! Details on
the last page.

Burrell Improvements

Burrell Drive is an important route for our neighborhood,
connecting families to Wooten Elementary, Redeemer Lutheran
School, Wooten Park, and various shops along Anderson Lane.
Currently, the street has only one sidewalk, no bike lanes, and cars
often speed through the area, creating safety concerns. However,
the city is changing that.

In late May, the City of Austin proposed adding bike lanes. Since
this announcement, which includes a reduction in street parking,
neighbors expressed a variety of opinions regarding the necessity
and appropiateness of the bike lanes, and whether these changes
will effectively reduce speeding on Burrell Drive.

The City of Austin has taken our feedback into account and made
adjustments to their plans, which include:

e Installing speed cushions in the first phase of the project.

e Converting Dale Drive into two-way traffic to improve
neighborhood circulation (already completed).

e Creating new pedestrian crossings on Dale Drive to lower
vehicle speeds and enhance access to the park, playground, and
recreational sports fields.

e Developing a shared-use pathway to connect the in-street trail
on Burrell Drive to Wooten Elementary's new campus along the
south curb of Wooten Drive.

This project will also help complete a critical segment of the future
Red Line Parkway Trail, a planned 32-mile pathway along the
CapMetro rail line.

At the same time, Austin Water will be replacing aging water and
wastewater lines under Burrell Drive. This construction is expected
to start this fall and last approximately 14 months. The roadway
changes will be implemented in phases alongside this work to
minimize disruption.

While not everyone may agree with these changes, we hope that
these improvements will make our neighborhood more walkable
and connected and that the City of Austin will continue to consider
our feedback.

More information on the project can be found on the city's website:
https://speakupaustin.org/burrell

WNPCT: Advocacy and
Community Engagement

Wooten Neighborhood Plan Contact Team
(WNPCT) provides input on city planning
priorities and recommends amendments to
city staff, specifically in rezoning cases. The
team seeks representation from property
owners, residential renters, business owners,
and any neighborhood members who rent
or own property in Wooten. The contact
team advocates for our neighborhood,
ensuring our interests are represented,
especially if neighborhood-based
intervention is necessary.

There are no membership dues. The team
meets on the first Monday of each month,
typically at a local eating establishment.

The team has four positions: chairman, vice
chairman, secretary, and attendance keeper.
The website provides more information,
including contact information and team
pCtivities.

Austin Police
Department
Engagement

In late August, the
Austin Police
Department held

its first "Coffee with
a Cop" event at

Mr. Brew Coffee.
Many residents

of Wooten and the
surrounding
neighborhoods
attended and had
the opportunity to
speak with our APD
representative, Officer Coleman, as well as Bill
Pruitt from the Office of Community Liaison (OCL).

It was a wonderful chance to engage with the APD.
WNA officers were also present, allowing them to
meet with other residents, discuss neighborhood
needs and concerns, and enjoy coffee along with
some delicious breakfast tacos.

The APD plans to hold more of these events
throughout the year, which is exciting news!




Nature Watch
By Phil Simmons

As we transition to fall, one of our most intriguing avian visitors moves
further south—the Chimney Swift. Known for their remarkable agility and
unique nesting habits, these small birds embark on a long migration from
North America to Equatorial South America, making Texas an essential stop
along their journey. With the ability to consume over 12,000 insects daily,
including mosquitoes and gnats, Chimney Swifts play a crucial role in
maintaining our local ecosystem. Join us as we delve into the fascinating
world of these birds, their adaptations, the challenges they face, and how we
can all contribute to their survival in our community. Don't miss out on this
chance to be part of something truly special!

One of Austin's most fascinating summer residents is the Chimney Swift.
They spend their summer distributed throughout North America and then
migrate to Equatorial South America during the winter. Texas is especially
important as it serves as a common stopover point before the final portion of
their migration. These small birds have specialized legs that are incapable of
perching on flat surfaces and instead can only perch vertically. This means
they have to do virtually everything on the wing, including drinking water,
which can be a beautiful sight as an entire flock dives en masse into a body
of water to drink their fill.

Before widespread permanent human habitation of their range, they would
roost and make their nests inside the hollowed-out centers of large trees.
These are some of the first trees that people would cut down upon arrival in
a new area, so the Chimney Swift got its name from adapting to live inside of
the chimneys of human houses instead. When the breeding season arrives,
their salivary glands double in size, and they use sticky saliva to glue together
twigs into a very hard and sturdy nest for their eggs, which is attached to the
interior walls of the chimney structure. They have two to seven eggs, which
both parents take turns incubating for the next 19 days. After 30 more days,
the young birds are finally able to leave the nest. A chimney can contain
anywhere from a single breeding pair to hundreds, covering most internal
surfaces.

Unfortunately for Chimney Swifts, the overall shift from chimneys to gas
heat, combined with advances in technology to deter animals, has led to a
significant reduction in available habitats. As a result, they are now listed as
Vulnerable to Extinction by the IUCN. The good news is that if you have a
chimney, you can help!

You can clean your chimney at the end of
its use season, close the damper, and
keep the top uncovered in summer. This
will increase the likelihood of a nest of

Chimney Swifts taking residence. The
young birds are only audible for a few
weeks, and a good chimney damper
minimizes how much chirping you can
hear. They also provide a benefit in that a
family of two adults and their young eats
over 12,000 insects every single day. Their
diet consists mainly of mosquitoes, gnats,
termites, and flies.

Many neighborhood parks in Austin also
feature purpose-built, standalone
chimneys to provide a home for these
beautiful birds in the summer (Great Hills
Park even has two), which can also serve
as a community bulletin board. The Travis
Audubon Society offers resources for
folks interested in learning more or
helping out:_Travis Audobon - Chimney
Swift Details.

They also host an annual Chimney Swift
Party to watch hundreds of birds flock
into two giant WW2 era chimneys on the
JJ Pickle Campus nearby. Swirling flocks
of birds all pouring into a chimney is truly
a sight to behold.
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