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Next WNA meeting: Monday, May 10, 7:00pm
Redeemer Lutheran Church cafeteria, 1500 W. Anderson (Burrell Drive entrance)

Come to the meeting for a chance to win a ready-to-plant Shumard Oak!

Letter from the president: Get out of your car
Since we started delivering our newsletter, I 
have noticed that our neighborhood is indeed 
walkable. 

I live near Ohlen Road and 183. I have started 
walking to appointments, to get a cup of 
coffee, get necessities at Target and even to get 
groceries at Sun Harvest. From my house to 
Sun Harvest, the farthest point I have ventured 
to, is about two miles each way. The total trip 
took me just over an hour. Now, you might 
say, it must be nice to have the time to take an 
hour of your day to go for a walk. 
Well, in all honesty, I don’t. But I 
do have an hour of my day to get 
the exercise that I need. Otherwise, 
I would get into my car, drive to 
the gym, work out, get back in my 
car and head home. I have decided 
to get out of my car and get my 
workout in.

I hope you‘ll join me in exploring 
our neighborhood and discovering a 
walkable Wooten.

Sincerely, 
Adam Turner, WNA President 
president@wootenna.com
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Central West Commander’s Forum 
At the February 2 Commander’s Forum, District 
Representatives for the four Baker Sectors in 
our Central West District attended. City Council 
Member Sheryl Cole spoke about the council’s 
work concerning the homeless in Austin. 

Wooten is located in Baker Three, and our 
senior police officer is Rolando Gutierrez. We 
had a good representation of neighbors at this 
meeting. 

Residential burglaries are our number one 
problem, and everyone is asked to safeguard 

property, particularly 
electronics, by using an 
identifying  mark.

The most satisfying part of 
Commander’s Forums is after 
the presentations when the 
officers meet individually with 
those attending and hear about 
our particular concerns.  

Next Commander’s Forum: 

• Tuesday, June 1, 6:30pm  
 McCallum High School
 5600 Sunshine Drive
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Dual language program at Wooten Elementary
Two groups of parents attended the final 
public meeting for the new program at Wooten 
Elementary on March 25. Principal Ron Bolek 
presented the program and answered questions 
from both groups: one meeting in English and 
the second in Spanish. The dual meetings 
had the feel of what this program will ensure 
in literacy for its students. Each group of 
parents was very interested in knowing how 
the teachers were being hired and the fact that 
the school would have only the best teachers 
available. The Spanish-speaking group was 
visibly excited to know that math would be in 
English and the English-speaking group was 
assured that their children would get enough 
instruction in Spanish.  

Principal Bolek explained that the risk is 
greater for the Spanish-speaking children. If 
the English-speaking child’s parents choose to 
move them after a few years, the transition to 
another school will be fairly seamless. However, 
for the Spanish-speaking children, it is a time 
commitment and place commitment for six 
years. Only three other schools in the Austin 
area are available for transfer and continue the 
academic rigor in both languages. 

Of the four other schools offering this 
program, Ridgetop, which is the closest to 
our neighborhood, has a population that 
is predominately English-speaking, and so 
transfers might be accepted for Spanish-
speaking students for a short time after the 
deadline. Wooten’s transfer students would 
have to be predominately English-speaking.

The amount of parent interest in quality 
education with the academic rigor of a dual 
language program is very positive for continued 
success from Wooten Elementary. 

Tree shade 
Last fall the young trees in our Wooten Park 
along Wooten Drive were bare and looked close 
to death, so it was a surprise this spring to see 
so many of them leafing out after our lovely wet 
winter. These 20 trees were planted in 2005 
through an effort of our Wooten Neighborhood 
Association’s members and the Austin Parks 
Foundation. Visit austinparks.org to learn 
about this past project and the ongoing project 
with Texas Action for Healthy Kids, Redeemer 
Lutheran Church, WNA, Wooten Elementary, 
and City of Austin Parks. 

As our neighborhood ages, the trees that the 
founding neighbors planted are also aging. Many 
young trees are being planted to replace these 
dying trees. One of the benefits of living in an 
older neighborhood is the canopy of shade that 
our older trees provide. It seems that there are 
many plans to keep this canopy in place. Austin 
likes to think of itself as a city within a park.

Tree Folks (TreeFolks.org) will provide 
replacement saplings for street shade. These are 
small trees, but planting them small enables 
them to establish a root system to sustain 
them when our next drought appears. Two city 
arborists, Emily King and Philip Gerdes, spoke 
at the North Village Library in late January 
about the best trees to plant and a new method 
the city is using to plant their trees, called 
bare root. This method ensures that the roots 
develop a good spread and don’t develop in a 
girdling manner in our clay soil.

A program called The Great Austin Tree 
Roundup (treeroundup.org) counts the number 
and variety of trees. It is a great site to visit if 
you are curious about what a particular tree 
looks like after it has grown. You can see on 
a map where different varieties are located in 
Austin and go take a look. I have entered our 
neighborhood as a Posse and started the count 
with the Shumard Oak in my front yard. Damon 
Waitt, the senior botanist with the Wildflower 
Center, said that he could arrange for some 
training for our group. If you are interested, 
contact me at  so we can get organized for this 
and get our trees counted and identified in our 
park.

  —Joy Roberts, joy.roberts@att.net

http://www.austinparks.org/apfweb/park.php?&parkId=383
http://www.rreefolks.org
http://www.treeroundup.org
mailto:joy.roberts@att.net


 Center #76                    Tel: (512) 451-7447 

 8760 A Research Blvd.                Fax: (512) 458-6461 
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Home of the ¢.25 color copies, and ¢.05 B/W copies. 

Under new ownership. 

Come by and say hi to Gabby. 

Se habla Español

To stop or not to stop?
Dale and Linda Ritzen were wondering about the 
new little yellow MetroRail “Stop signs” that were 
recently planted along the train track crossings. 
Some folks stop as they approach the tracks, 
ostensibly thinking that the signs were valid 
“Stop” signs, while others zoom right across 
them. Thinking this might be a good source for a 
rear-ender accident, they asked our DR, Senior 
Police Officer Rolando Gutierrez, whether these 
are valid, traffic-control stop signs. 

Officer Gutierrez answers: “This is not a legal 
traffic stop sign for the purposes of an officer 
being able to enforce it. It is meant only to 
draw the driver’s attention to be aware that 
they need to cross with caution and look for a 
possible oncoming train. In order for it to be an 
enforceable stop sign it must be of regulation 
size. A stop is not necessary unless the train-
track arms are down or the red train-track 
lights are flashing.”

Join Wooten on Facebook
Sandra Shannon has created a Facebook 
group called Wooten Neighborhood. Join us 
and post on the wall at: facebook.com/group.
php?gid=110597812294949

Over the fence
One of the most active areas for neighborhood 
gatherings has been over on Teton, for both 
Christmas caroling and Neighborhood Night 
Out. Billie and Don Glenn were original 
Wootenites back when Wooten was the city 
limits of Austin. Billie is an Austin native and 
when the Glenn’s family started to add children, 
they moved from the Crestview area to a much-
needed larger home on Valentine’s Day 1965. 
The area around here was still pretty much 
country with the Robinson’s feed store over on 
Burnet and mostly open land for the kids to 
gather and play baseball, football and volleyball 
on the mowed fields. 

One of the best neighborhood projects in 
Don’s recent memory was a joint cleanup of 
the apartments in the Fireside area several 
years ago. This was a joint project with the 
neighborhood, our district representative from 
the Police Department helping out, and Mi 
Tienda providing food. Five tons of trash was 
picked up on that day and a connection was 
made for many residents.

Billie walks with Doris McCormick, Janie Riley 
and Debbie Danforth every morning for more 
than 10 years and they keep an eye on what is 
happening in the ‘hood. —Joy Roberts

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=110597812294949
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=110597812294949


The adventures of Casey: an introduction
In early December my husband and I welcomed 
a new addition to the family: a three-month-old 
rescue puppy named Casey. We adopted her 
from Austin Pets Alive, a great organization that 
saves dogs and cats from Town Lake Animal 
Shelter. After a short adjustment period (she 
was very timid with us and is still skittish 
around people) Casey began walking around 
Wooten like she owned the place. Puppy energy 
means she gets a lot of walks. My husband (I’m 
sure you’ve seen him—a very tall man walking a 
small black dog) takes her for long, long walks. 
Together they enjoy visiting the taco vendors 
on Research, where Casey enjoys a small side 
of carne asada. She also munches tasty bread 
at Chuy’s bakery. She’s not picky, though—
walking around the neighborhood she’s dined 
on some perfectly good used tissues, rain gutter 
water, bird feathers, tin cans, hair scrunchies 
and graded algebra homework. 

Casey might not like people, but she loves other 
dogs. When she sees you coming down the 
street with your dog, she crouches in wait, with 
her tail wagging furiously. Our family is new to 
the neighborhood, but the fellow dog owners 
in this area have been so friendly and fun to 
interact with that we instantly felt at home in 
Wooten.

Casey’s stats: 
Breed: Lab/Beagle? 
Color: Black, Brown, White belly 
Size: Small, 17 lbs. 
Likes: Belly rubs, chasing birds, walks, naps, 
bacon 
Dislikes: black and white cats, flies, not being 
allowed to sniff EVERY hydrant on her walk 
  —Amanda Ronan & Christopher Specht

Put a spring in your step: Find creative ways to  
get active in Wooten
It’s Spring in Austin, and there is NO excuse for 
not getting outside, getting active, and meeting 
some of your Wooten neighbors! Here are some 
creative ideas for finding fun (or useful) ways to 
make it happen:

Get Out in the Yard. Mowing the lawn, taking out 
a shrub, digging holes for swing set posts—all 
of these activities burn calories, build strength, 
and accomplish tasks that need to be completed-
all at the same time! Stop what you are doing 
and say, “Hi,” to any neighbors who walk by!

Organize a Progressive Dinner Party for the 
Neighborhood. Here’s how it works: LIGHT 
cocktails at the first house, an appetizer at the 
second, a salad at the third, the main course 
& sides at the fourth, dessert at the fifth. Have 
everyone walk from house to house and ask 
people to get creative with healthy recipes. The 
trick for making this really active is to choose 
hosts who don’t all live on your street. Don’t 
know a lot of your neighbors? Throw out the 
idea onto the Wooten Yahoo! Group. You’ll 
enjoy a relaxing evening socializing, get a little 
exercise, and have a healthy meal.

Check Out Garage Sales. Search Craigslist or in 
the paper for garage sales in and near Wooten. 
Map out 10 or so, hop on your bike, and go 
deal-hunting. It’s a great way to meet neighbors 
and maybe find some treasures. Pay for your 
purchases and then come back by in your car 
right after your ride to pick them all up if you 
need to. Sellers will usually hold onto paid-for 
items for a little bit.

Note: Consult your physician prior to starting  
new exercise programs, and always stretch after 
every workout. —Chris Heidel, Libra Fitness 


